STEPHEN WISE FREE SYNAGOGUE

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL



Livei Learn, and Have Fun!

Join owr welcoming and supportive Jowish community here at
Staphen Wise Free Synagogue! Once a part of the SWFS Religious
School, your child will be surmounded by a wonderfully warm
Jawish learning environment. Positive connactions to Judaism,
the Jewish people, and to the synagogue community are formed,
laying an important foundation for the development of a strong
Jowish identity later in life. The SWFS Religious School Program
provides age appropriate opportunitias for your child’s Jewish
learning from ages 5-18.

Working with the SWFS Early Childhood Centar, the Religious
School program integrates the Reggio Emilia and JECEI* approach
in the classroom as students explore Jowish life, identity, and
education. Weo recognize that our students and familwes are
continuing their masa (journay) with the SWFS community and we
hope to strengthen these relationships through our program. We
strass the importance of building a supportive learning community
for students, teachars, and families. We offer many opportunitios
for families to join together for Jewish leaming and experiences.
Ouwr program allows students to make friends while building a
positive connection to the synagogue and Jewish people in a
sotting that they know and feel comfortable in. Our program
racognizes the importance of a partnership with the entire family
and saeeos family education as an integral part of developing Jowish
identity.

Wo look forward to accompanying you and your family on this
Jawish journay.

* The Reggic Emilia Approach s an educational phicsophy based on the principles of
respect, responsibility, and cOMMunity through exploration and diSCovery N 3 Suppotive
and enviching emdronment based on the interests of the children through a self-guided
culTiculum. JEOH {lewish Eary Childhood Engagement Initiative) fuses the Reggio Emiia
philosophy with the values of Jewish leaming through several lenses: Masa [joumey) -
refiection, Beft [COvEnant) - commitment, Toevarm EOkm (Shine image) - dignity, Kedusha
{haliness) - intentionality, Homrut {Fwakening) - gratitude, Drash (interpretation) — dialogue.
and Tikkun Olam (repairing the workd) — responsibility.

—
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KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM:

Our goal in owr Kindergarten clazz 2 to introduce atudentz to Jowish
leaming and living throwgh a vaniety of media, art, music, dramatic handa-on

"@i== [ shabbat Together: KESHER
St j Saturday morningz 10 am -12 pm

| Parants and children join togsther on
¥ Saturday momings for our Shabbat
4 Moming Family Sarvice followed by an
4 7 ootional paralisl kearning opportunity for
Sl acults and children.
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FARST AND SECOND GRADE PROGRANE

Our goal in ouwr Firet and Second Grade program i to foster a sense of
narratives, places, and wocabulary which sre the foundation of the Jewiszh
paopla's story. Studsntz will sxplore the first two books of the Bible: Genesiz
and BExodus, and celebrate Jewish holideyz and life cycle eveniz a= a
community. Siudents are mtroduced to the Hebrew letters and languags

Students in all programs come togather as
8 community each week for a shared
worship esxperience. Studemts hawe the
opporitunity to lead prayers and teach their
fellow students about the prayer. We also
use this ime together to learn about the
| School Year Themes, such as Mitzvah of
| the Momnth or Shabbat in Action. We invita

| parents to join and participate!
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THIRD, FOURTH, FIFTH, AND SIXTH GRADE PROGRANM:

iOur Third Grade student= uzs the thems of holinesz sz they explors the third
book of the Torah Lewviticuz. Fourth Grade studeniz explore the thems of
Jewizh peoplehood and community sz ssen through the books of Mumbsers and
Dewteronomy.  Fifth Grade studentz mowe on to the book of Prophetz and later
bagin exploring their own Torah portion that they will read at their BanBat
Mitzvah celebration. Our Sigh Grade studentz wsse the textz from Ketuvim
(Writings) a= an approcdimate guide to the ancient history of the Jewish people.
Thay then study modsen Jewizh hiztory through the lens of film and other media.

o Monday and Wednezday
. o, afterncons 4 - § pm

Our prayesr based Hebrew program
officially bagins in Third Grade. Using our
Phonetic Hebrew Dncuding Fru«gmm
{ [PHD), students are introduced 1o the
Hebrew letters and wowels and quickly
begin to leam to read Hobrew Words.
Students then mowe onto learming prayers
in our Hineini Hebrew program. Hebrew is
reinforced during our weskly Ccommunity
Toflla 5e55i0Ns.
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Studentz in our Saventh Grade attend Religious School for two and a half
howrs a weak in addition to BanBat Mitevah tutoring. Our Seventh Grade
calebrations whils exploring their understanding of Jewish identity. The
students look at identity through the lens of history, their ives, and Torah.
brink of Jewizh adulthood, explore their reesponzibility to community ssmice

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Family Education Program:

Preparation for the Bar/Bat Mitzvah Corsmonmy
is an exciting process and snablas the Bar/Bat
Mitzvah student to bacome a mature
participant in synagogue life and marks the
beginning of Jewish adulthood. This process is
for the entire Tamily! Within the year prior to
the celebration, our Cohort Program allows
tamilies 10 learn about the Bar'Bat Mitzvah
process, ritual and sacred objects related to
being a Jewish adult, the prayer senice, and, at
the same time. build retationships with other
Tamiliss going through the Same process.
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UPPER SCHOOL PROGRAM - ZARKOR:

EQUCATIONAL, SOCIAL, AND COMBMURNITY SERVICE DIRECTED PROGRAM FOR
STUDENTS IM ENGHTH, MINTH, TEMTH, ELEVENTH, AND TWELFTH GRADE.

ZARKOR, Hebrew for =sarchlight, allows owur studentz in Eghth
Grads and oldsr to create an individualized path of learning and
enrichment. Thiz Program offers a varisty of lsadsrship, lsarning
and zocial opportunitiss. Individuals can participate in our Teaching
Asgziztant - Madrchim Program whers they will assist in owr
clasarooms and be a rolke modsl to our younger sfudentz. Eleventh
and Twelfth Grade students will have the opporiunity to connect
with members of the 5WFS community for imtermships in desired
fieldz. All studentz will come togsther once a month on a Tuesday
evening to lsam togsether. Blectives include: Moderm Hebrew, Torah
study, Jewizh History, larasl, Teaching Assistant training mestings,
songleading, and more. In addition, students will participate in
to get involved in varous committess and sub-committess here at
EWFS.

You choose your own way of learning; let us be your guidsal

YOUTH GROUPS AT SWFS:

EWFS Rsligious School encourages our studsnts to
become a part of the owverall community hers at
Stephen Wize Free Synagogus. We offer two youth
groups: JYC [Jewizh Youth Club) our junior Youth
Group for Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Grads students;
and SWFSTY, our Ssanior Youth Group for Eighth,
Minth, Tenth, Elswventh and Twslifth Grade studentz. Both Youth
Groups enable our sfudentz to hawve positive, comfortable, and
welcoming educational and social opportunities throughout the
school year. We hope to continue to create a cohesive group of
participantz, az well as to help foster leadsrship opportunities for
ﬂmmgﬂhﬂ‘r@hnnnﬂumh‘qpmnmmnguuhd&d
school hours. —y
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Ewvita R. Sokol, RJE - Director of Education

Befors coming to Sispnen wiee F1oe Synagogue, Evta R Soko, RE

spant many yesrs working with children of all ages and families in
Jewish summer camps, community ceniers, and synagogue schoods.
Evita participated in &8 double Oegres coBege program whens she
raceived a8 BA in History from Columbia University and a8 BA in Modsm
Jewish Studies from the Jewish Theological Seminary (JTSL She
] continued her studies at JTS and received har Master's in Jewish
Education. Prior to her ammival at SWFS, Evita served &t the Assistant Direcior of
Education and ister the Director of Famay and youth Eoucation st Temps Shaaray
Tefila in WG, During these formathve wears, Evita became an active memixer in
sevaral educators” networks including the Mstropoitan Educators’ Council (MEC),
The National Association of Temple Educators (MATE), and the Mational Federation
of Tample Youth (MFTY). Evita then went on to be part of the first cohort of the
Leadership institute for Congregational School Principals.  The Leadership Institute
is guided by the vision of the Mew York School of Education at Hebrew Lnéon
College - Jewish Institute of Religion (HUC-JIR) and the Willlam Davicson Graduste
Behool of Bducation at JTS. Working togsather and with the UJA-Federation of hlew
Work, this oaganization enables educators in the Reform, Conservative and
Reconstructionist movemsants 0 join together to further the esadership capacity,
pedagogic skills, and Judsic knowladge of top educators in the northeast.  Evita
later esarned the tite of Heform Jewish Educator (AJE) recognized for her
comimitrmant and work with stedants from early chidhood through adult sges. Evita
brings her knowledge and learning from her past experiences and her involvement
in thess groups 1o the families of Stephen Wise Free Synagogus.

Rena Kaufmann - Assistant Director of Education
|

Rena brings anthasiasm, kove and joy for Jewish education and leaming.
She holds two bDachelor's degrees: one from Bamard College of
Columbia Unihversity in Sociology and one from JTS in Bibls. She
continuad her studies at JTS snd meceived & Masters in Jewish
Education. Bafore ammiving at Stephen Wise Free Synagoguws, Rena
spant many years in Informal Jewish Education working with High
Schood age students in summer camping, and youth work. She spent many
summars imvolvad in the United Synagogue Youth summer youth program callad
"whesls." Thic program spends ik and & half weaks on & bus trevaling cosst to
coast with High School age students. As they trewal and experisnce Morth America,
the participants enrich and cevelop their awsrenass and appreciation of Judsism,
Jenwish [himg, and culture. After many years as a staff member, Rena then moved on
to sarve as the Director of this program. Rena joined the SWFS educstion team
soon after Evita’s ammival in 2007 and is thrilled to e abls 10 Share expsriances both
in the classmom with students, feculity, and families and outeide the classrmoom with
our two youth groups, JYG (Jewish Youth Club for 5th-7th grade students] and
BWFETY [vouth group for 8th-12th grade studants).
|

The SWFS Ralgious School s open to members of the SWFS commumity.  For membarship
irrorrration, pless contact info@eds om.



