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PROGRAMS THIS MONTH 

Job Fair—Meet Employers, Discover Opportunities 
Tuesday, March 2, 1:30pm-4:30pm at the JCC in Manhattan, 334 Amsterdam Ave @ 76th St. 
Meet professionals from a broad range of companies and staffing firms, speak with employers, 
attend a speed networking event, and meet legal, financial, employment and counseling  
specialists! Registration required, call 646-505-5708 or register at www.jccmanhattan.org.  
SWFS is a co-sponsor of this event.  
 
Special Friends Lunches for ECC families 
Your child can bring a special friend to lunch, such as a grandparent, aunt, or cousin!  
Wednesday, March 3, 12pm. Classes 501 M/W/F, 502 M/W/F, 506, 508, 509  
Thursday, March 4, 12pm. Classes 501 T/Th, 502 T/Th, 503, 504, 505  
 
Congregation Shabbat Dinner followed by a Presentation by our New Orleans Volunteers  
Friday, March 5 following 6pm services.  
$25/Adults, $25/Vegetarian, $10/Children (ages 5 -12).  RSVP by March 2 at 212-877-4050, ext. 
280 or at www.swfs.org.  
 
W.O. sponsored Lunch-and-Learn Torah Study with Rabbi Kalisch using the recently  
published Women’s Torah Commentary  Saturday, March 6, 12:45pm 
Women and men welcome. Food for the belly, the mind and the soul! Lunch is $5 per person. 
RSVP by March 2 to  Donna Levine at 212-877-4050 ext. 223. Payment should be made to 
"Women's Organization."  
 
Mitzvah Day  Sunday, March 7, 10:30am—12:30pm  
Join us for a day of social service focused on helping the homeless and the environment.   Check 
our website for a list of activities and programs for all ages. We will also be participating in a 
Habitat for Humanity build. Spaces are limited so sign up now!   For more information or to 
sign up, contact Heather Stoltz at hstoltz@swfs.org or 212-877-4050 x244.  
 
Book Club  Sunday, March 14, 10:30am 
Bech: A Book by John Updike. New readers and familiar faces all welcome! Famous for his 
writer's block, Bech is a Jew adrift in a world of non -Jews. As he roams from one adventure to 
the next, he views life with a blend of wonder and cynicism that will make you laugh with  
delight and wince in recognition.  
 

3rd Annual JYC Chocolate Seder  Sunday, March 14, 1:00pm 
Come join us! Celebrate the holiday of Passover in style with 
chocolate treats and friends!  
For Religious School students in grades 5-7. 
 
Women’s Seder  Monday, March 15, 6:30pm 
For many centuries, women prepared for Passover through a demanding routine of cooking and 
cleaning. Today, we have add the ritual of a Womenõs Seder to help us celebrate, reflect, and 
connect to each other as a community as Pesach approaches.  Women of all ages are encouraged 
to attend! $45/Adults, $55/Nonmembers. RSVP by March 10 to 212-877-4050, ext. 280. 

MORE EVENTS 
ON THE NEXT 
PAGE! 
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MORE PROGRAMS THIS MONTH  
 

Planning Your Seder 
Wednesday, March 17, 5:00pm: ―Planning a Kid-Friendly Passover Seder‖ 
Wednesday, March 17, 7:00 pm: ―Planning an Engaging Passover Seder‖ 
Nervous about leading your first seder, or curious about how to make the seder youõve been 
leading for years more engaging this year?  Hoping to add a little bit of spice to the seder you 
attend but donõt lead?  Regardless of your situation, Rabbi Kalisch will provide ideas and  
resources to help you make your familyõs experience even more meaningful this year.  The  
first session, from 5 ð6pm, will focus on making the seder accessible for Religious School age  
children.  The second session, from 7ð9pm, will cover broader issues in making a seder enjoyable 
for both adults and children.  
 
School Break  Friday, March 19—Thursday, April 8. No Religious School or ECC programs 
 
Global Hunger Shabbat  Friday, March 19 
Join us for Shabbat services and learn about issues of global hunger. Also, help locally by  
bringing a donation of flip-top, easy-open cans of tuna (no can opener required). Tuna is  
an important staple in our ready -to-eat takeaway food packages that are distributed by our  
Emergency Food Program every Saturday morning.  
 
Musical Mitzvah  Wednesday, March 24, 7:00pm 
Perform at the Kateri to get residents in the Passover spirit!   If you would like to participate, 
contact Heather Stoltz at hstoltz@swfs.org or at 212-877-4050, ext. 244. 

 

Adult Bnai Mitzvah Service and Luncheon 
Saturday, March 27, 10:45am Services,12:45pm Luncheon 
Join us for services and a luncheon as the adult bnai mitzvah class of 2008 -2010 reads from  
the Torah, and our community honors their commitment over two years of Jewish learning.  
$25/Adults, $10/Children (ages 5-12). RSVP by March 23 to 212-877-4050, ext. 280. 
 
―Spiritual Preparation for Passover‖: A Contemplative Walk in the Park with Rabbi Kalisch 
Saturday, March 27, 3:00pm 
Our rabbis taught that the exodus from Egypt ñliterally, òthe narrow placeó in Hebrewñis not 
only about political liberation, but also about spiritual renewal and release. Join Rabbi Kalisch 
as we consider the meaning of the holiday for each of us as individuals.  
 
Passover Seder Match  Monday, March 29 
Open your home and heart to your SWFS neighbors. If you have room at your seder table for a 
guest, or if you are looking for a place to celebrate, please contact Heather Stoltz at  
CommunityService@swfs.org or at 212-877-4050, ext. 244.  
 
Matzah Brie Breakfast with Rabbi Beth Kalisch  Tuesday, March 30, 9:30am  
Come celebrate the first morning of Passover! Rabbi Kalisch will make matzah brie, and weõll all 
nosh and enjoy each otherõs company before services start.  
 
SWFS 2nd Night Community Seder  Tuesday, March 30, 6:15pm 
Cantor Singer and Rabbi Kalisch will lead a seder that is both traditional and contemporary,  
featuring beautiful music and engaging discussion. $85/Adults, $100/Nonmembers,  
$48/Children (ages 5-12). RSVP by March 23 to 212-877-4050, ext. 280. 



Nothing But Nets Basketball FUNdraiser  
Reflections from the Working Group for Social Justice 
 
The Working Group for Social Justice (WGSJ) hosted its second  
annual basketball fundraiser for Nothing But Nets on Sunday,  
February 7. The NBN Task Force, Beth Gelfond and Rob Sweren, 
organized a fabulous afternoon for the young players, teenage 
coaches, and parent spectators alike. The turnout was terrific:   
31 players joined in the fun,  plus eight coaches.  
 
Thanks to outreach efforts by the new WGSJ Vice Chair,  
Elisa Schindler, we had participants from most of the major  
Reform synagogues in the city. The tournament included  
competitive half -court basketball games and a raffle for fabulous 
prizes donated by the NBA. Each participant was given a Nothing 
But Nets T-shirt, and bright orange Nothing But Nets  sweatbands. 
WGSJ member Larry Frankel did double duty as coach and event  
photographer.   A great time was had by all. Our fundraising efforts resulted in 
selling 63 nets. Special thanks to Fresh Direct and DõAgostinos for donating the 
snacks and drinks.  Nothing But Nets  is a tikkun olam project that involves our 
whole synagogue.  
  
Goal in sight: Our goal is 700 nets, one for each of our 700 SWFS member 
families. We are almost thereñwe have just 43 nets to go. Malaria bites.  
Help us bite back. Just $10 will buy a bed net that will protect one family in Africa from Malaria. 
Please visit www.swfs.org today for ways to donate and save a life. One net at a time, one family  
at a time!  If you are interested in getting involved in the Nets campaign or other SWFS social action 
activities, please email Heather Stoltz at hstoltz@swfs.org.  

Mentor a Homeless Individual & Help Him/Her Gain Confidence 
 
The Interfaith Assembly for Homelessness and Housing runs a life skills program that helps 
homeless adults recover from the trauma associated with their homelessness and be re -
integrated into their community.   Several men from the SWFS shelter have successfully 
graduated from this program in the past and the new season is about to begin.  
 
Part of this program involves matching each person with a mentor who shares his/her own 
story of achieving a goal and helps the participant identify and work toward goals of his/
her own. To become a mentor or to find out other ways you can help with this program, 
please contact Heather Stoltz at hstoltz@swfs.org or 212 -877-4050 x244.  

http://www.swfs.org/
mailto:hstoltz@swfs.org


Gemilut Chasadim - A Fresh Approach to the MLK Holiday at SWFS by Kathie Goldring  
To mark the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday in new ways in our community 
this year, Rabbi Beth Kalisch and Heather Stoltz assembled a team of  
volunteers that included Dona Drangel, Daphne Druckman, Steve Kolleeny,  
Té Revesz, Paula Turkowitz, and myself.  Our objectives were to create  
opportunities for education and action in keeping with Dr. Kingõs legacy of 
social justice, and as a prelude to entertainment by Joshua Nelsonõs Kosher 
Gospel Singers in their third concert at SWFS for the MLK holiday.   
 

Participation by many SWFS members and by representatives from a number 
of other organizations allowed our community to observe the MLK holiday 
through service in a variety of ways. Clothing and household linens were  

collected for the Madison Square Boys & Girls Club and UNITY of Greater New Orleans. SWFS members took part in an 
interfaith Habitat for Humanity build in the Bronx the Sunday before the holiday. A òCook-Offó on the afternoon of 
the holiday brought a dozen or so members together in a spirit of friendly competition, while preparing meals for our 
Next Step Menõs Shelter. A pre-concert reception was the setting for members to learn about some of the organi -
zations working for social justice in our area and to join in their work.  
 

The organizations at the pre -concert reception included Advocates for Children, Citizen Action New York, Coalition 
for the Homeless, The Door, Empire State Pride,  New York Civil Liberties Union, Reform Jewish Voice, Sanctuary for 
Families, and YAI Network, as well as our own SWFS Working Group for Social Justice and Center for Values and  
Community Service.  All provided representatives and literature about their work and ways to participate.  
 

It was a pleasure for me to be involved with the pre -concert reception by helping with refreshments, and later to sing 
along with the Kosher Gospel Singers, but I must admit my favorite event of the day was the Cook -Off, which blended 
several òingredientsó to produce a very satisfying result.   
 

A generous donation of ground turkey by SWFS member Jerry Romanoff served as the base for the recipes we cooked 
and then froze for several nightsõ dinners in the Next Step Menõs Shelter.  About a dozen of us split into pairs to  
produce large pots of three different chilis, six meat loaves from two different recipes, three shepherdõs pies, and  
six dozen meatballs.  The element of competition was supplied by our judges ñCantor Dan Singer; Ania Yorinks, head 
coordinator of the shelter; and David Solomon, a former guest at the SWFS shelter ñwhose thoughtful analyses 
awarded first place to the secret family chili recipe produced by the father -and-son team of Neal and Jake Shipley. 
 

The Cook-Off was a good way to get to know members I 
had not met before while doing something I enjoy, in a  
relaxed but purposeful atmosphere.  And it was one of 
the ways the Martin Luther King holiday at SWFS gave us  
opportunities to clothe, house, and feed those in need,  
as well as to learn about ways Dr. Kingõs legacy lives on, 
and to sing in celebration of it.  

The Honor of Greeting 

SWFS members serve as greeters at Shabbat  
Services.  With a prayer book, the Hashavua, and 
a òShabbat Shalom!ó they create a meaningful 
moment.  To volunteer, please contact Tamara 

Engel, Greeters Coordinator, at tameng@rcn.com 
or at (212) 580-8929. 

                      
For February, our greeters were: 
Dimitri Argyriades    Jane Berkowitz      

Tamara Engel    Steve and Debby Goddard 
Whysel Family 

Mazal Tov 

Lisa Matricardi and Joshua Bell, on the birth of their twin 
sons, Samuel and Benjamin  
 

Craig Peckham and Elizabeth Wyatt, on the birth of their 
daughter Casey  
 

Leya Adler and Danny Hakim, on the birth of their daughter 
Hannah 
 

Isabel Friesner, daughter of Aimee Telsey and Richard  
Friesner, on her Bat Mitzvah 
 
Douglas Lehrman and Nancy Fortunato, on their wedding  
 

Zachur La Tov  

Dorothy Goldstein, mother of SWFS member Ruth Golden 
 

Susan Kramer, mother of SWFS member Jay Kramer  

(Laura Kramer) 
 

Seymour Kaye, long time partner to SWFS member  

Eveline Hunt 
 

Muriel Frazer, Honorary SWFS member 
 

Ira Adler, grandfather of SWFS member Samantha Stein, 

great-grandfather of Dora Wells 

New Members B’ruchim Habaim!     

We welcome new and returning members who 
joined the SWFS community since January. 

Alex Masucci 
Lauren Zucker and Andrew Kolchins 



TZEDAKAH We gratefully acknowledge contributions from congregants and friends.  A note is sent to each 
donor and, upon request, to the honoree or family of the loved one remembered.  The following listing 

includes contributions from January 21, 2010 through February 17, 2010. Pledges are listed when  
fulfilled. If you believe your contribution has been overlooked or misclassified, please call ext 223.    

SWFS Westchester Hills Cemetery  
& Community Mausoleum 

400 Saw Mill River Road, Hastings On Hudson, New York  
Our historic cemetery and Community Mausoleum provide 

a very beautiful, comforting final resting place.  
Contact Donna Levine at 212-877-4050, ext. 223.  

 

Memorial Plaques – A Lasting Tribute 
Jews mark the anniversary of the death of a loved one with 

rituals of both private and public memorial observance. 
Memorial Plaques in our sanctuary ensure that the name 

will be read at the appropriate Shabbat Service. To  
arrange for a Plaque, contact the office at ext. 223. A 

minimum contribution of $1800 (plus additional $180 to 
include the Hebrew name) is tax deductable.   

 

Have you remembered SWFS in your will? 
A bequest enables you to obtain tax benefits while 

strengthening Judaism for future generations. Bequests 
may be designated by specific cash amount, property,  
percentage of overall estate, or remainder after your  

loved ones have been provided for. Your gift will be long -
remembered by our community. Gifts of securities are  

welcome. Contact Executive Director Sandra Divack Moss 
at 212-877-4050, ext. 227.  

General Fund 
Douglas Lehrman and Nancy Fortunato 
Eveline Hunt in appreciation  
Michael and Roxanne Greenstein in honor of Benji Stoll 
becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
Michael and Roberta Wolf in honor of Benji Stoll  
becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
Arlene Adler in honor of Rabbi Hirsch  
William Berley in memory of Anna Mayer  
Nedra Bloch in memory of Albert Simmons  
Nelson Burros in memory of Solomon Burros 
Peter Carmel in memory of Philip David Carmel  
Richard Cohen in memory of Emanuel Cohen 
Daniel P. and Alice Welt Cunningham in memory of 
Samuel Paul Cunningham 
Joan Dichter in memory of Samuel and Rose Tiplitz  
Nancy Druckman in memory of Emanuel Cohen 
Harlan, Katherine and Daniel Goldring in memory of 
Maurice Goldring  
Lila Hollin Green in memory of Samuel Goldman 
Lawrence Jacobs in memory of Martin Jacobs  
Thomas Mellins in memory of Harry Mellins and  
Zoey Levy 
Janet Mervish in memory of Benedict B. Katz  
Sherri Miller in memory of Benjamin Blau  
Ellen Mullman in memory of Samuel Baker  
Beverly Panken in memory of Arnold Goldner  
Marlene Rackson in memory of Sadie Goodhart  
Alice Rothblum in memory of Jack Gold  
Fred and Marlene Schoenfeld in memory of Ilonka 
Schoenfeld and Edwin Schweig 
Sidney and Jean Seifer in memory of Lena Fenichel  
The Sohn & Bacall Family in memory of David Sohn and 
Ronnie Schlichter Bacall 
Irving Stone in memory of Alexander Stone  
Ellen Tesler in memory of Barnet Bookman  
Helen Mazur-Tiger in memory of David Goldsamt  
Martin Trugerman in memory of Harry Trugerman  
Sharon Walters in memory of Nancy Saunders 
Ellen Zamore in memory of Leonard Zamore  
 
Rabbi Hirsch’s Discretionary Fund 
Janet Barsky and Family in memory of Leonard Barsky  
 
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 
David and Didi Gilbert in appreciation for beautiful  
music 
 
Bimah Flowers and Onegs/Kiddushes 
John and Stacey Lippman in honor of their daughter 
Danielle becoming a Bat Mitzvah  
Robert and Karen Romanoff in honor of their son, 
Nicholas becoming a Bar Mtizvah  
 
SWFS Balfour Brickner Early Childhood Center 
ECC General Contribution  
Steven and Bethany Friedman 

ECC Auction 
Adam Bacall and Alice Cohn 
Mickey and Shana Strasser  
 
Teacher Development Fund 
Ira and Jennifer Bogner  
 
Rabbi Edward E. Klein Memorial Library 
Ruth Grant in honor of Benji Stoll becoming a Bar Mitzvah  
 
Next Step Men’s Shelter 
Robert and Davida Bilgrad and Family in appreciation of 
David and Linda Strauss 
Peter and Julie Borish in honor of Benji Stoll becoming a 
Bar Mitzvah 
Tamara Engel in honor of Benji Stoll becoming a Bar Mitzvah  
Gary Strauss and Family in appreciation of David and  
Linda Strauss 
Nadine Strauss and Family in appreciation of David and 
Linda Strauss 
 
Religious School 
David and Didi Gilbert in honor of Benji Stoll becoming a  
Bar Mitzvah 
 
 
Other sponsorship opportunities include:  Emergency Food 
Program, Music Fund, Center for Values and Community  
Service, Center for Community Learning, Caring Community, 
SWFSTY, Rabbi Kalischõs Discretionary Fund, Prayerbook 
Fund, New Womenõs Organization, ECC Moving On, ECC 
Teacher Continuing Education Fund. 
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212-877-4050    info@swfs.org    www.swfs.org 

 
SWFS Senior Staff 
Rabbi Ammiel Hirsch , ext. 221 
Cantor Daniel Singer, ext. 237  
Rabbi Beth Kalisch, Assistant Rabbi, ext. 246   
Sandra Divack Moss, Executive Director, ext. 227   
Evita Sokol, Director of Religious School , ext. 236  
Lori Schneider, Director of Early Childhood Center , 
ext. 224  
 
SWFS Bulletin Editor 
Emily Bloch, Assistant to Rabbi Hirsch 
 
SWFS Contact Information 
Main 212-877-4050 
ext. 246  Center for Community Learning  
ext. 230  Religious School  
ext. 241  Early Childhood Center    
ext. 244   Center for Values & Community Service 
ext. 223   Synagogue Office 
 
Hours of Operation 
Monday—Friday: 8am-9pm  
Saturday: 8am-2pm   
Sunday: 8am-2pm 

Schedule of Shabbat Services 

 

Fridays        
6pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service  
and Oneg  
 
Saturdays    
9am Torah Study    
10:45am Morning Service and Kiddush 
 
Tot Shabbat  Saturday, March 20 at 9:45am 
 
Shabbat Together: Kesher for families with 
Pre-K through 4th Grade ChildrenñSaturday, 
March 6th and 13th at 9:45am 
 
March Bnai Mitzvah 
March 6ñSimone Whysel      
March 13ñDanielle Lippman      
March 20ñNicholas Romanoff 
March 27ñAdult Bnai Mitzvah 

 
Stephen Wise Free Synagogue 
 

DYNAMIC.  FORWARD-THINKING.  INCLUSIVE. 
 

30 West 68
th
 Street New York, NY 10023 

 

A  P  R  I  L       P  R  E  V  I  E  W 
 

5 Scholars on the 5 Books Series 
Monday, April 26, 7:00 PM 
Christians and Jews Imagining Difference:  
Leviticus 18 and ôTheir Lawsõ 
with Dr. Beth Berkowitz  


