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DYNAMIC. FORWARD THINKING. INCLUSIVE. 1OO YEARS.

Wel come to 2008!

With the new secular year, SWFS introduces several exciting changes to 
our communications.

Week ly E-mail:   We hope that you have enjoyed our new weekly e-
mail format.  If you have not received it, please make sure we have your e-
mail address (simply write to info@swfs.org to provide contact updates). 
We’ve added color, photos, and graphics – all to make our programs 
more accessible for you. 

Monthly Bulletin: Today, you are receiving our monthly bulletin with a 
new look.  As you review the activities listings, mark your calendar and 
let friends know that all are welcome to attend and participate. Please 
know that in the months ahead, we will continue to include the lists for 
Tzedakah, New Members, Mazal Tov, and Zachor L’tov. 

SWFS Quar terly:  This spring, we will launch a new quarterly publication 
which will include articles by Rabbi Ammiel Hirsch, Cantor Daniel Singer, 
Evita Sokol, Lori Schneider, and others, as well as the Centennial Gazette, 
additional items of interest, and a few surprises.

Web site: Visit www.swfs.org for updates, highlights, reminders, and 
schedule changes; participate in the SWFS Centennial Torah Project; learn 
more about “Music@SWFS.” It’s a very exciting and enriching time to be 
part of the SWFS community.    

Brochures, Flyers, Invitations…: Our Center for Community 
Learning Brochure provides an overview of the adult education and 
cultural programs for the spring semester.  The diversity and depth is 
designed to engage members and visitors alike, including those new to 
the exploration of Judaism and those exploring Judaism with scholars.  
Special event reminders are mailed, e-mail, posted on the website, and 
there is always information available in the lobby.  

Yet the best way to keep in touch is to come, experience synagogue life 
at SWFS, and meet your fellow members.  From Friday evening Kabbalat 
Shabbat Services, to our ongoing Emergency Food Program, to Judaism 
101 classes, Scholar-in-Residence programs, music series, and more, stay 
informed and inspired.  We look forward to seeing you here!

Ongoing @ SWFS

Emergency Food Program
Saturday mornings, 8 am
Volunteer, donate food &/or contribute.

Tor ah Study  Saturdays, 9:30 am
Explore our heritage with serious students of sacred text.

“Next Step” Shelter Monday thru Thursday evenings
Volunteer to help set up for dinner and/or stay overnight; teach 
your youngsters the meaning of tikkun olam.

Adult Choir Wednesdays, 6:15 - 7:30 pm
Cantor Dan Singer and Musical Director Allen Sever invite 
all who love to sing.

Shabbat @ SWFS

Shabbat @ SWFS
Fridays, 6 pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service and Oneg

Shabbat Morning Service and Kiddush
Saturdays, 10:45 am

PARASHIOT
Torah Portions 
January 4-5, Vaera
January 11-12, Bo
January 18-19, Beshalach
 Teddy Chassin Bar Mitzvah

January 25-26, Yitro

This Month @ SWFS

Grease:  The Megillah 
Wednesday, January 2, 7:30 pm, " rst meeting in the sanctuary
This year, we present an evening of fun that will appeal to 
all ages—pre-schoolers to golden-agers. Come for the " rst 
rehearsal; see what the excitement is all about, and you too 
can be in the show. No one will be turned away.  Who knows?  
You might be Queen Esther or Mordechai this year!  

Next Step! Homeless Shelter
Volunteer Meeting - Wednesday, January 16, 6:15pm
Meeting will include an orientation for new volunteers

SWFS Blood Drive:
Sunday, January 27, 9:30 am—3 pm
Save the Date to Donate!
Child care and refreshments will be available.  
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Judaism at your own Pace

Adult B’nai Mitzvah Class of 5770
Beginning September 2008
Tuesdays, 6:30-8:30 pm
Fee:  $250 per year

This course includes both Hebrew language instruction 
and enlightening discussion of Jewish subjects – Bible 
stories, liturgy, holidays, & lifecycles.  As a Bar/Bat Mitz-
vah, you will master Torah chanting, the basic prayers 
and blessings, and will explore your Torah portion as 
you prepare to be called to the bimah with fellow stu-
dents on Shabbat morning, 2010.  Past Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
students consider the process transformative and the 
experience a true milestone in their Jewish life journeys.  
If you did not have the opportunity as a child, this is 
your chance to enhance your connection to Judaism.
If interested in joining the B’nai Mitzvah class beginning Sep-
tember 2008, please contact Rabbi Dena Klein.

Adult Beginner Hebr ew

If you are interested in joining this class, please contact
Rabbi Dena Klein.

Adult Intermediate Hebr ew
Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 pm
Fee:  $125 members/$150 non-members
Taught by Moshe Ariel

If you already know the letters, vowels, & have basic 
reading skills, join this class to enhance your # uency and 
understanding of the prayers.  

Judaism 101
Monthly on Mondays, 7 pm
January 14, February 11, March 3, April 14, May 19 
Taught by Rabbi Ammiel Hirsch, Cantor Daniel Singer, 
Evita Sokol, & Rabbi Dena Klein

If you feel like you could use a basic Judaism course, this 
series is for you.  It covers all the essentials - holidays, 
lifecycle, Torah, and Israel – in a fun, engaging fashion.  
Get to know your fellow congregants and the profes-
sional staff of your synagogue while learning about your 
heritage.  

Lunch & Learn with Rabb i Ammiel Hirsch
Wednesdays, 12:30-1:30 pm
January 16, March 12, May 14
These sessions are held at a convenient midtown location.                     
You must RSVP to Rabbi Dena Klein to participate in this 
program.

Take a break from your work commitments to explore 
Jewish tradition.  Participants in Lunch & Learn pro-
grams " nd their work becomes more meaningful and 
their connection to Judaism is deepened.  Connect with 
other Jewish professionals, get to know your Senior 
Rabbi and return to work with a new perspective.  

The Matriarchs and Patriarchs
Monthly on Wednesdays, 12:30 pm
January 23, February 13, March 5, April 16, May 21
with Rabbi Dena Klein

Explore the stories of our founding ancestors as re-
ported by the Torah and interpreted by rabbinic com-
mentators throughout the ages. Great for beginners 
and more advanced students, this class will enhance 
your knowledge of Jewish history, while deepening your 
connection to your heritage.  Bring a bag lunch; drinks 
and dessert provided.

 
5 Scholars on the 5 Books:

Exodus: The Shaping of a Religious Community
Dr. Adele Berlin
Wednesday, January 23, 7 pm

The exodus from Egypt paves the way for the 
central focus of the book of Exodus, the shap-
ing of the people Israel into a national-religious 
community. How is this transformation accom-
plished? What knowledge and experiences 
constitute the building-blocks of this new com-
munity? What is the relationship of the laws to 

the narrative of Exodus? These and related questions will in-
form our exploration of the meaning of Exodus.

Religious observance, life-long learning opportunities, social and social justice 
activities are all part of synagogue life at SWFS. Visit www.swfs.org. Invite friends in the 
community.  Explore, attend, and participate in the remarkable of activities at SWFS as we 
celebrate 100 years of Jewish leadership. 
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Sharing Jewish Journeys

Scholar in Residence Weekend
Prophecy in the Bible
Professor Katheryn Darr 
Saturday, January 26 - Sunday, January 27
sponsored by the Women’s Torah Study Group

Saturda y, 9:30 am 
The Book of Isaiah and Isaiah’s Vision

The book of Isaiah contains many of the most signi" -
cant and inspirational prophetic oracles in our tradition. 
Its compositional history spans centuries; its history of 
interpretation spans millennia. Who was the 8th cen-
tury prophet Isaiah? What was his message—religious, 
political—to the people of his day? Why does the book 
contain so much material that most scholars date to 
periods far beyond Isaiah’s lifetime? In what sense can 
we interpret the entire book as what it purports to be, 
“The vision of Isaiah, son of Amoz.” How does Chapter 
1 function as an introduction to the entire collection?

Saturda y, 11 am
How to Read Tro ubling Tex ts

In addition to the stories and laws most of us know, 
the Hebrew Bible contains passages that surprise, dis-
tress, and even offend us. Some troubling texts, for ex-
ample, display demeaning attitudes toward women.  In 
many cases, these texts re# ect an ancient Near Eastern 
worldview that is largely alien to us, yet continues to 
exert its impact on contemporary cultural and social 
attitudes. What social and religious presuppositions, 
forces, and beliefs shaped these texts, and how might 
we respond to them? Followed by lunch. 

Saturda y, 2 pm 
Biblical Prophets: Tro ublers of Israel?

Collections of prophetic oracles abound in the Hebrew 
Bible. These oracle collections, unparalleled elsewhere 
in the ancient Near Eastern world, testify to the im-
portance of persons and communities who claimed to 
function as mediators between the divine and human 
realms, faithfully conveying God’s words to Israel, and 
Israel’s words to God. Who were Israel’s prophets? 
What were their relationships to Israel’s other leaders? 
How did ancient Israel deal with the greatest problem 
prophets pose for any society in which they function 
(that is, how to distinguish between “true” and “false” 
prophets)? How did “central” prophets differ from “pe-
ripheral” prophets? Do both types of prophets exist 
today?

Sunday, 10 am 
Ezekiel’s Defense of Divine Justice
The priest/prophet Ezekiel, one of Israel’s most impor-
tant religious innovators, is also one of the most bizarre 
and fascinating " gures in the Hebrew Bible. His message 
played a crucial role in Israel’s survival during the exilic 
and post-exilic periods. One of Ezekiel’s most essential 
themes deals with divine justice, which he defends rig-
orously and consistently. In chapter 18, Ezekiel tackles 
his fellow exiles’ belief that they are suffering for the 
sins of their ancestors. Why and how does Ezekiel seek 
to convince his fellow exiles that they are responsible 
for their current plight? How does this message func-
tion as a basis for hope rooted in individual and com-
munal choices and responsibility?

Dr. Katheryn P! sterer Darr, Professor 
of Hebrew Bible at Boston University 
School of Theology, received Boston 
University’s Metcalf Award for Excel-
lence in Teaching in 1989. She has au-
thored three books (“Far More Precious 

than Jewels”: Perspectives on Biblical Women; Isaiah’s Vi-
sion and the Family of God; and “The Book of Ezekiel: 
Commentary and Re# ections,” The New Interpreter’s 
Bible), as well as articles for major scholarly journals, 
essays, and religious education materials. Her current 
research focuses on ancient Israelite proverbs. Dr. Darr  
received her BA from Kentucky Wesleyan College and 
her MA and PhD degrees from Vanderbilt University. 

Why did Moses live to be 120?
Dr. Nir Barzilai
Tuesday, January 15, 7 pm

Do you know someone over 100 who 
looks and acts more like a 70 year old?  
Maybe you’ve met or heard about a cen-
tenarian who goes to work every day, 
lives independently, travels frequently, 
perhaps even authors a best-seller or is a 

sought-after artist.  How do they do it? The answer lies 
in their genes. And maybe yours.

LonGenity, the Longevity Genes Project, led by Dr. Nir 
Barzilai at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine, is 
identifying genes which promote long life and maintain 
mental and physical well being. Dr. Barzilai’s presenta-
tion, “Why Did Moses Live to be 120?” will explain the 
genetic pro" les associated with extreme long life, the 
bene" ts of longevity genes to both the individual and to 
society, and how everyone may, someday soon, escape 
or delay the “disease of aging.”
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The Arts: Film, Literature and     
Music

Short Story Group

Monthly Tuesdays, 2 pm  January 8,  February 12,  
March 11,  April 8,  May 13,  June 10

Come on occasion or each month – the group wel-
comes newcomers.  Discussions are always lively, fo-
cused on provocative writings.

Film Screening with the Star : “A  Cantor’s Tale”  
Saturday, January 12, 7 pm

Join Cantor Jacob Mendelson, the sub-
ject of the multi-award winning Jewish 
documentary " l m, “A Cantor’s Tale,” 
as he weaves many captivating stories 

together about the Golden Age of the cantorate. Fol-
lowing a viewing of the movie, Cantor Mendelson will 
entertain questioning and sing some selections from the 
greatest cantorial music in the repertoire. Cantor Men-
delson is the personality and voice of the cantorate that 
is not to be missed! It is sure to be a very entertaining 
evening - Cantor Mendelson is sure to make you laugh, 
learn, reminisce, and fall in love with the art of the can-
torate! Light refreshments will be served.

ªA Palestine A! airº
with Author Jona than Wilson
Sunday, January 13, 9:30 am

Meet the author of this riveting work of 
historical " ction set in Palestine under the 
British mandate. Examine the complexity 
of Jewish identity, the tensions that exist 
between the various groups living in the 
region, and the way these issues affect indi-

vidual lives.  Wilson will share excerpts from the novel 
and discuss his research and the creative process.  Enjoy 
the rare opportunity to question the author about his 
approach.  Book signing and refreshments. 

Choir Academ y of Harlem Bene" t Concert
Monday, January 21, 7 pm

Come together on Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day for an incredibly mov-
ing and inspiring evening of song for 
a beautiful purpose. Lend your sup-
port and hear the boys and girls of 
Harlem sing their hearts out in sup-

port of the school that was created through the inspir-
ing vision of the Harlem Boys Choir,  The Choir Acad-
emy of Harlem. Pastor Kenton Rogers, the HaZamir 
Jewish High School Choir, and members of other area 
synagogue youth choirs will also appear as supporting 
musical guests.

Film Series:
I Have Never Forgotten You ± 
The Life and Legacy of Simon Wiesenthal
Tuesday, January 29, 7pm

This riveting documentary presents a com-
prehensive look at the life and legacy of 
Simon Wiesenthal, famed Nazi hunter and 
humanitarian.  Narrated by Academy Award 
winner Nicole Kidman, it features inter-
views with longtime Wiesenthal associates, 

government leaders from around the world, friends and 
family – many of whom have never discussed this man 
on camera.  View previously unseen archival " lm and 
photos. Discussion and refreshments. 
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Learning and Writing Opportunities

Thursday, January 10
Martinis and Maimonides “Discover the Riches of the Torah”
7 - 8:30 pm

Sunday, January 27
Family and Friends
One hour sessions scheduled between 10 am and 5:30 pm

...and more to come! please check the monthly bulletin and website 
regularly for additional Centennial Torah Writing Project events...

For  writing appointments please call Cheryl Kent at 
212.877.4050 x275 or email ckent@swfs.org

Centennial T orah Project

Throughout the year, Sofer Neil Yerman will lead us in learn-
ing about the Torah, and give us the opportunity to write 
letters in the scroll.  The writing project will culminate with 
a congregational trip to the Former Soviet Union, where we 
will donate one of our Torahs to a Jewish community near 
Kiev.

It is a mitzvah to personally write a Torah. SWFS is creating a 
new Torah for each of us to participate. We can each write a 
letter. First we have to sponsor a selection(s) of our new Torah.  

Step 1: Call the syna gogue at 212 877 4050 x 275 
to make an appointment to write in the Tor ah 
during one of our upcoming e vents or a date in the 
future and let us know of your sponsorship le vel.

Step 2: On your chosen date , arr ive at SWFS 
and meet our Sofer , Neil Yerman in the Sanctuar y. 
Neil will engage the group in a discussion about 
the section of  Tor ah in which you will be writing 
and explore the inspiration for any dedications you 
may have chosen.

Step 3:  Stand beside Neil as he guides you 
through the process of writing your letter in the 
Tor ah.  After, view (with a we!) what the entire 
group has accomplished and to gether say the 
appropriate concluding blessings. 
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 Ahead in  February...

3 Book Discussion Group
 Sunday 10:30 am-12 pm

 Family and Friends Centennial Tor ah Writing   
 Project with Sofer Yer man  
 (advance registration required)
 Sunday, 10 - 5:30 pm 

5 Roadmap to Headlines: Reading the Middle East
 Tuesday, 7 pm

 Margaritas and Mysticism 
 Tuesday, 7 pm

10 SWFS Centennial Concert: 
 “ Our T radition, Our Tor ah, Our Future” 
 Sunday, 7 pm
 
11 Judaism 101
 Monday, 7 pm

12 Short Story Group
 Tuesday, 2 pm

13 The Matriarchs and Patriarchs
 Tuesday, 12:00 pm

26  Film Series: Golda’s Balcony
 Tuesday, 7 pm

January Committee Meetings

Monday 7  Ritual, 7 pm

Wed nesday 9 Membership,  6:30 pm
  Religious School, 7 pm
  Executive,  7:30 pm

Tuesday 15 Social Services, 7 pm

Wed nesday16 ECC,  6 pm
  Board,  7:30 pm

Main Of" ce,  212.877.4050, ext. 228 or press “0”
  info@swfs.org
  www.swfs.org

Rabbi Ammiel Hirsch, ahirsch@swfs.org

Cantor Daniel Singer, dsinger@swfs.org

Donna Levine,  Assistant to the Clergy, 
 ext. 223, dlevine@swfs.org

Ann Targownik, Executive Director 
 ext. 227, ExecutiveDirector@swfs.org

Evita Sokol, Director of Religious School
 ext. 236, esokol@swfs.org

Lori Schneider, Director of Early Childhood Center 
 ext. 224, lschneider@swfs.org

Rabbi Dena Klein, Director of Special Initiatives
 ext. 246, dklein@swfs.org

Dr. Nina Hanan, Director of Synagogue Development  
 ext. 233, nhanan@swfs.org

Jenna Corman, Communications Coordinator
 ext. 266, jcorman@swfs.org

    
    SW FS Staff Contact Information

   Stephen Wise Free Synagogue - Centennial January 2008
30 West 68th Street  New York, NY 10023  212 877 4050  (fax) 212 787 7108  info@swfs.org  www.swfs.org  



S
W

F
S

 C
enten

nial January 2008
S

unday
M

onday
Tuesday

W
ednesday

T
hursday

F
riday

S
aturday

1  o!  ce closed
27:30 pm

 P
urim

S
piel 1st 

R
ehearsal. M

em
bers - com

e 
and get your roles! 

 3
46 pm
K

abbalat S
habbat S

ervice 
O

neg
20’s/30’s W

ine Tasting w
ith 

the K
osher W

ine S
ociety

5     V
aera

8 am
  E

m
ergency Food P

rogram
9:30 am

 Torah S
tudy

10:45 am
 Shabbat S

ervice
K

iddush

6R
eligious S

chool 

7 E
C

C
 re-opens

R
eligious S

chool

7 pm
  R

itual C
om

m
ittee M

tg

8  

R
eligious S

chool

2 pm
 S

hort S
tory G

roup

6:30 pm
 Interm

ed. H
ebrew

7:30 pm
 B

’nai M
itzvah

9R
eligious S

chool

6:15-7:30 pm
 Choir

7 pm
 R

eligious S
chool M

tg 
7:30 pm E

xecutive M
tg

7:30 pm
 P

urim
S

piel R
ehearsal 10 

7pm
 M

artinis and 
M

aim
onides “D

iscover the 
R

iches of the Torah” and 
Torah W

riting

116 pm
K

abbalat S
habbat S

ervice
O

neg, 

12  B
o

8 am
  E

m
ergency Food P

rogram
9:30 am

 Torah S
tudy

9:45 am
 “S

habbat Together: 
K

esher”
9:45 am

 TO
T

 S
habbat

10:45 am
 Shabbat S

ervice
K

iddush
7 pm

 “A
 C

antor’s Tale” w
ith 

C
antors Jackie M

endelsohn 
&

 D
aniel S

inger

13R
eligious S

chool 

9:30 am
 B

ook D
iscussion 

G
roup w

ith A
uthor Jonathan 

W
ilson, “A

 P
alestine A

ffair”

1pm
 JY

C
 event (offsite)

14R
eligious S

chool

6:30 pm W
O

 B
oard M

tg

7 pm
 Judaism

 101 w
ith 

C
antor S

inger

15  

R
eligious S

chool 

6:30 pm
 Interm

ed. H
ebrew

7:30 pm
 B

’nai M
itzvah

7 pm
 W

hy did M
oses live to 

be 120? w
ith D

r. N
il B

arzilai

7 pm S
ocial S

ervices M
tg

16R
eligious S

chool

12:30 pm
 Lunch &

 Learn w
ith 

R
abbi H

irsch (offsite)

6:15 pm N
ext S

tep! H
om

eless 
S

helter Volunteer M
eeting

6:15-7:30 pm
 Choir

7:30 pm
 B

oard M
tg. 

7:30 pm
 P

urim
S

piel R
ehearsal 17

18

6 pm
K

abbalat S
habbat S

ervice
O

neg 

19   B
eshalach

8 am
  E

m
ergency Food P

rogram
9:30 am

 Torah S
tudy

10:45 am
 Shabbat S

ervice
Teddy C

hassin B
ar M

itzvah
K

iddush

20N
O

 R
eligious S

chool

10-2 pm
 P

urim
S

piel     
R

ehearsal

21 o!  ce closed

N
O

 R
eligious S

chool

7 pm
 C

hoir A
cademy of 

H
arlem

 B
ene" t C

oncert    

22 Tu B
'Shevat

R
eligious S

chool 

6:30 pm
 Interm

ed. H
ebrew

7:30 pm
 B

’nai M
itzvah

6:30 pm
 S

W
F

S
T

Y
 M

tg

23R
eligious S

chool

12:30 pm
 M

atriarchs &
 P

atriarchs

6:15-7:30 pm
 Choir

7 pm
 5 S

cholars on the 5 
B

ooks - E
xodus w

ith D
r. 

A
dele B

erlin

7:30 pm
 P

urim
S

piel R
ehearsal 24E

C
C

 1pm
 D

ism
issal

256 pm
K

abbalat S
habbat S

ervice
O

neg

R
eligious S

chool S
habbat 

D
inner

S
W

F
S

T
Y

 S
hul-In

26  Y
itro

8 am
  E

m
ergency Food P

rogram
9:30 am

 Torah S
tudy with 

K
atheryn D

arr
9:45 am

 “S
habbat Together: 

K
esher”

10:45 am
 Shabbat S

ervice
K

iddush
S

cholar in R
esidence 

W
eekend w

ith K
atheryn 

D
arr

11am
 H

ow
 to R

ead Tro
ubling 

Texts
2 pm

 B
iblical P

rophets: 
Tro

ublers of Israel?

27R
eligious S

chool
9:30 am B

lood D
rive

10 - 5 pm Torah W
riting

10 am
 E

zekiel’s D
efense of 

D
ivine Justice w

ith K
atheryn 

D
arr

28 E
C

C
 closed

 R
eligious S

chool

29  

R
eligious S

chool

6:30 pm
 Interm

ed. H
ebrew

7:30 pm
 B

’nai M
itzvah

7 pm
 F

ilm
 “I H

ave N
ever 

F
orgotten You”

30R
eligious S

chool 

6:15-7:30 pm
 Choir

7:30 pm
 P

urim
S

piel R
ehearsal 31



Stephen Wise Free Synagogue
30 West 68th Street        
New York NY 10023       

p: 212 877 4050
f:  212 787 7108

info@swfs.org  
www.swfs.org

Choir Academ y of Harlem Bene" t Concert
Monday, January 21, 7 pm

Come together on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day for an incredibly moving and 
inspiring evening of song for a beautiful purpose. Lend your support and hear the 
boys and girls of Harlem sing their hearts out in support of the school that was 
created through the inspiring vision of the Harlem Boys Choir,  The Choir Academy 
of Harlem. Pastor Kenton Rogers, the HaZamir Jewish High School Choir, and 
members of other area synagogue youth choirs will also appear as supporting 
musical guests.

  Join us"

Inside!

Scholar in Residence Weekend 
with Katheryn Darr

SWFS Blood Drive


